
 
 

 

 
 
 

Case No UU 0045 

 

 

10 August 2021 

 

 

The Hon. Prime Minister 

Office of the Prime Minister 

Auberge de Castille 

Castille Place 

Valletta 

 

 

Honourable Prime Minister, 

 

 

In terms of Article 22 (4) of the Ombudsman Act, we draw your attention to a 

case of non-compliance by the University of Malta in connection with the Final 

Opinion delivered by this Office on the 3rd of May 2021 after a thorough 

investigation pursuant to a complaint lodged on the 16th of December 2020. 

 

The complainant, an academic domiciled in Canada, was an Associate Professor 

in Journalism in the Department of Media and Communications within the 

Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences of the University of Malta.  He applied 

for promotion to Full Professor, for a sabbatical and also for an extension of his 

appointment as Associate Professor beyond the statutory retirement age. 

 

His complaints were in substance (1) that the sabbatical was granted 

unconditionally and should not have been withdrawn once the extension beyond 

the retirement age was not granted; and (2) that his application for promotion, 

which had been pending for 27 months, should have been decided earlier and not 

terminated upon the non-extension beyond the retirement age. 

 

As to the first complaint – the non-extension of the appointment and the 

withdrawal of the sabbatical, the undersigned Commissioner found that the 

complaint was not justified (see para. 16 of the Report attached). 

 

With regard to the second complaint, the Commissioner found that this was 

justified both because of the delay as well as because there was no justification  

 



 
 

 

for not continuing the application for promotion process (see para. 19 of the 

Report).  The Commissioner proposed the equitable remedy indicated in the 

second bullet point of para. 20 as well as the long term recommendation to rectify 

the inordinate delays in the processing of promotion applications. 

 

Subsequent correspondence between this Office and the University of Malta – 

copies enclosed – clearly indicate that the University does not intend to give effect 

to the Commissioner’s recommendations. 

 

In view of the above, we are bringing the matter to your attention in the hope that 

it can be resolved by you, Sir, thus avoiding the hassle of ulterior steps as 

contemplated in the abovementioned Art. 22(4). 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

A C Mifsud       Vincent A De Gaetano 

Ombudsman       Commissioner for Education 

 

 

Encl. 1. Copy of Final Opinion of 3rd May 2021 

 

 2. Letter from Rector of 31st May 2021 

 

 3. Letter from Commissioner of 1st June 2021 

 

 4. Email to Rector of 21st July 2021 

 

 5. Email from Rector of 4th August 2021 
 


